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The Mission of The Karaite Jews of America (KJA), 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 

And The Karaite-Jewish Cultural Center 


"Honoring our Heritage, Embracing our Future" 


Congregation B'nai Israel in Daly City, California, re-opening this weekend, 
August 17-19, 2018 after a year-plus dosure to modernize, renovate and expand 
its facility, is the spiritual, educational and cultural home for the San Francisco Bay 
Area Karaite Jewish community, and for Karaite Jews living throughout the United 
States. It is the only Karaite-Jewish congregation in the United States. 


Our Mission Is To: 

• Celebrate the legacy and preserve the religious and cultural traditions that 
represent our core identity by fostering community within an environment 
designed for meaningful worship under the auspices of a learned Rabbi, by 
delivering caring life cycle resources, and by offering inspiring social and 
educational activities to children and adults. 


• Broaden our cultural and religious traditions by remaining relevant in an 
evolving world, and cultivate the next generation of Karaite Jews to carry on 
our history through shared learning - from old to young and young to old. 


• Inform and educate the larger Jewish world about our Karaite history, 
traditions, and current state of affairs through programs, publications and a 
strong internet presence, with the objective of fostering mutual respect and 
creating strong alliances in an ever more challenging world. 
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Re-Dedication And Celebration Weekend 
August 17-19, 2018 
Program Schedule 


Friday, August 17 

5:30 pm Casual buffet dinner 

7:50 pm Leil Shabbat Service 

Post-service - Singing with Hazan Rotem Cohen 
Learning with Tomer Mangoubi 

Saturday, August 18 

9:30 am Shabbat Service and Sanctuary Re-Consecration 


12:30 (approx.) Post-service gala Oneg Shabbat lunch to celebrate our re-opening 

2:00 pm Afternoon of discussion and seminars with our distinguished visitors from Israel 

and other special guests including Rami Mangoubi 

8:00 pm Havdalah Service 


Sunday, August 19 

An Afternoon of Learning and Celebration bringing together the Karaite Jewish community with the 
larger Jewish world of the Bay Area - 1:00 to 5:00 pm. 


12:15 pm 
1:00 pm 
1:30 pm 


2:15 pm 
2:45 pm 

3:15 pm 


Registration and check-in 

Welcome by KJA President David Ovadia 

A Panel Discussion: "The Global Future of Karaite Judaism" with 
participants from Israel and KJA Program Director Shawn Lichaa 
Question: How do we remain relevant in an evolving world and cultivate the 
next generation of Karaite Jews? 

Moderator: Maryellen Himell-Ovadia 

Questions and Open Discussion 

"The Karaite Liturgical and Vocal Tradition" 

A Musical Presentation by Celebrity Hazan, Rotem Cohen 

Festive Reception, Open House and Dedication of Rooms 
Hors d'oeuvres buffet, surprises, and prizes! 

Musical Entertainment by renowned Bay Area artist John Erlich on Oud, (Arabic 
lute) and vocals. John may be joined by Susanna Goldenstein on Tablah, (Arabic 
goblet drum). 
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An Open Letter And Call To Action from 
KJA Board President, David Ovadia 

With enormous gratitude to all those donors, volunteers and supporters who have contributed 
so much to our effort, we gather this weekend to celebrate the successful conclusion of Phase 
One of our $1.2 million "Foundation for the Future" Campaign. Thanks to the efforts of so 
many who have helped us achieve this goal through their contributions of time, funding, and 
good advice, we are poised to embrace the future in a newly enhanced environment designed 
for spiritual engagement, community building, learning, and fun. 

And we are so pleased to inaugurate all of this now, as our holiest season is soon upon us - the 
High Holidays of Yom Teruah/Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, and then Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah. It is a blessing to be able to observe these important days in our restored synagogue. 

However, Congregation B'nai Israel exists not only as a place of worship, it also serves as a 
cultural link from our ancestors and our heritage to our children. So many young Karaite Jews 
have told us they want to be more tied to their roots, to learn where they came from, and to be 
part of an active community. That is why our Campaign goal did not solely focus on 
renovations of the sanctuary, but rather on expanding the building, in order to establish the 
new Karaite Jewish Cultural Center as a lively gathering place for learning and fellowship. 

Where Did We Come From? 

The Karaite Jewish community whose roots in the Middle East go back more than a millennia, 
experienced its "second exodus" from Egypt after 1948, emigrating as refugees primarily to 
Israel. (There are currently approximately 40,000 Karaite Jews in Israel and 1,600 in the United 
States). Hundreds more scattered throughout the world, mainly in Europe and South America. 
Congregation B'nai Israel represents several hundred families in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
many of whom settled through the assistance of HIAS and JFCS. Our community is the largest 
outside of Israel and our synagogue is a locus of activity for Karaite Jews throughout the U.S. 

A brief history of our local community: In the early years members worshiped in homes, rented 
spaces, and between 1984 and 1990 Congregation Peninsula Sinai, which again so generously 
hosted us during renovations. By 1990 we were sufficiently well established and had secured 
the resources to purchase a property in San Francisco's Sunset District. Facing blatant anti- 
Semitism in the neighborhood in that era and needing space, in 1994 we had the good fortune 
to be able to purchase our building in Daly City from a congregation merging with another. 

It is in this building that we have seen four generations of Karaite Jews through a myriad of life 
cycle events, providing a home away from home for first generation refugees, and a sense of 
community for those born here. Through all this history, B'nai Israel has not charged dues; has 
no paid staff; and has been run by many volunteers including Board Members, members of the 
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Sisterhood Committee and others who serve in a variety of capacities. These individuals, so 
generous with their time, lead services; attend to life cycle events; help the sick, needy, and 
aged; organize learning and social programs; and manage office duties and communications. 

My family and I arrived in San Francisco in 1963, and like many in our community we were 
stateless refugees who overcame terrible obstacles to find a receptive home in America. I was 
just turning 13. Now all these years later, and as your KJA President, my objective is to pass on 
my pride in our community's accomplishments by keeping our heritage alive. As refugees from 
Egypt, we have found great success in the United States. It is time to look to the future. 


Where Are We Going? 

So, having completed Phase One of our Campaign, I am working with our Board to lay the 
groundwork for Phase Two in order to implement a vision of enhanced programming through 
the Cultural Center. We need everyone's help to accomplish this. We must not only preserve 
the best of our traditions, but also evolve in order to provide meaningful engagement for the 
young who are maturing in an environment very different from our parents or grandparents. 
Without the young, there will be no one left to remember them, or us. Therefore, we are 
beginning to discuss our long-term objectives with younger members of the congregation, as 
well as with community leaders and donors whose cornerstone commitments propelled us so 
dramatically toward achieving our capital goals this year. 

With young Karaite Jews seeking a sense of identity and belonging, the time is now. And in the 
context of increasing isolationism, anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism there is clearly a need to 
strengthen dialogue with the Karaite community in Israel and among all branches of world 
Jewry. We know that our Karaite Jewish history offers a unique perspective that can be of 
huge benefit beyond our numbers, as we jointly face the challenges before us. 

Only in partnership will we have the resources to sustain our goals. These include increasing 
dialogue with our colleagues in Israel and others in the larger Jewish community; expanding 
education and program activities through the Cultural Center, especially for the young: 
increasing our scholarly efforts through the Karaite Press; preserving our history through oral 
and video recordings and through the expansion of our library; and hiring a permanent Rav. 

We celebrate today, but we must work together tomorrow and in the years to come to 
achieve these goals. Thank you to all who have been with us on this exciting journey thus far, 
and whom we count on in the days ahead. We need the support and participation of 
everyone in the community, if we are to continue to thrive. 

Thank you for joining us this weekend, and we look forward to seeing you often in the future. 
May you and all your family enjoy a happy and healthy year, full of blessings. 

David Ovadia, August 18, 2018 
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Karaite Jews Of America 

Honors Our Acting Ravs, Board Members, Committee Members, 
And Past Board Presidents Who Have Done So Much 
To Sustain our KJA Community And To Help It Grow 


Board of Directors - 2018 


Joseph Moussa, Acting Rav 
Joe Pessah, Emeritus Rav 

David Ovadia, President 
Henry Mourad, Past President 
Amin Pessah, Vice President 
Nora Massusda, Secretary 
Marc Khedr, Treasurer 
Victor Khedr 


Abraham Massuda 
Rachel Moussa 
Paul Nounou 
Michael Ovadia 
Maurice Pessah 


Shawn Lichaa (Program & Outreach Director) 


"Foundation For The Future" Campaign Committee 

David Ovadia, Chair 
Sara Moussa, Vice Chair 
Amin Pessah, Vice Chair 
Henry Mourad, Past President 
Joseph Moussa, Acting Rav 
Joe Pessah, Emeritus Rav 

Maryellen Himell-Ovadia, Volunteer Campaign Director 
Michael Ovadia, Volunteer Web Coordinator 


Sara Moussa, Chair 
Sylvie Gordon 
Nadia Hartmann 


Sisterhood Committee 

Jacqueline Lichaa 
Jeanne Massuda 
Josette Selim 


Past Presidents 

Jacob Masliah Z"L (1982 -'86) 

Joseph Abel (1986 -'90) 

Joseph Moussa (1990 -'94) 

Maurice Pessah (1994 -'98) 


David Ovadia (1998 -'05) 

Elie Moussa Z"L (2005 -'10) 
Abraham Massuda (2010 -'14) 
Henry Mourad (2014 -'16) 
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We Are Grateful To Everyone Celebrating With Us This Weekend, 
And We Especially Acknowledge The Support of The Karaite Community 
Leaders Of Israel Who Are Joining Us To Help Re-Consecrate 
The Sanctuary of Congregation B'nai Israel 


Moshe Firrouz, Chief Rabbi of the Karaite Jewish Community in Israel 

Rabbi Moshe ben Yoseph Firrouz is a Torah scholar, Register of Marriage and Divorce, and the spiritual 
leader of the Karaite Jewish community in Israel. He serves as Chairman of the Karaite Council of Sages 
and is the Chief Rabbi of the community. Rav Moshe fulfilled his military service in the Israeli Air Force, 
prior to studying at Ben Gurion University in the Negev (BGU), where he earned a BA in Nuclear 
Engineering and a Master's Degree in Management and Safety Engineering. He is a PhD candidate at 
BGU's Faculty of Sciences - Humanities and Social Sciences, in the Department of Jewish Thought in 
Israel. His research deals with the book of the wise Judea Hadassi, "Eshcol Farm". 

Since his ordination in 2007 and his election as Chief Hakham by the Karaite Council of Sages in 2011, 
Rav Moshe presides over life cycle events including marriage and divorce according to biblical tradition. 
In addition, he teaches Torah and religion, presides over conversions, publishes scholarly materials, acts 
as a certified ritual slaughterer, operates the Israel Karaite website, and represents the community at 
conferences and lectures. Rabbi Moshe is married to Yael and is the father of four children. 


Eli Shemuel, President of the "Universal Karaite" Community in Israel 

Second-generation graduate of Ben-Gurion University {BGU), with a degree in Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, Eli works as a researcher in this department at BGU. Recently elected President of the 
Karaite Jewish community in Israel, Eli is the son of Rabbi Magdi Shemuel, Vice Chief Rabbi of the 
community and Rabbi of Synagogue "Keter Torah” in Ashdod. Eli is the youngest of three siblings. 

Following his three-year service in a secret department of the Israeli army, Eli spent six months in 
California working primarily with our Karaite Jews of America community in the Bay Area, and in the Los 
Angeles area. Among other projects he spearheaded at B'nai Israel, Eli played a key role in the creation 
of a new Haggadah for the American Karaite Jewish community, helped capture the history of our 
community through oral and video interviews, helped implement cantorial study and youth education, 
recorded Karaite materials to YouTube, and more. We are delighted to welcome Eli Shemuel back to 
Congregation B'nai Israel to help celebrate our re-opening. 


Rotem Cohen, Hazzan 

Rotem serves as Cantor in the Karaite community in Ashdod and is a poet. When he was young he 
studied cantorial singing with Rabbi Hefetz, and later learned from the young cantors taught by Rabbi 
Hefetz before his death, including cantors Yossi Yefet, Ben Yosef, Nir Nissim and others. He has 
recorded the entire Torah scroll, the Haftarot, the Piyyut Parasha, the Blessings Book, and more. 
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Eight years ago, Rotem participated in "Israeli Idol" and reached a "respectable place" but his last 
competition was to take place on a Sunday, during the Shavuot holiday of the Karaites, so he did not 
participate in the live broadcast. Articles about him began to appear in the Israeli press, and as Rotem 
writes, "I became famous for this. Later on, the Latin-lsraeli singer Rotem Cohen became famous, and 
now it's a bit confusing because we're both singers in Israel". Today, Rotem works as a musical 
producer, musical arranger, recording technician, and singer at weddings, bar mitzvahs and more. 
Rotem asks "G-d to grant me the strength to continue to engage in activities that will advance our holy 
community and merit seeing the growth of the community and the beginning of redemption". 


Avi Yefet, Manager of the Karaite Heritage Center in Jerusalem 

Born In Ramla, Israel, Avi has worked in the Karaite community since 2015, where he has played a central 
role in planning and rebuilding the Karaite Heritage Center in Jerusalem. He now manages the Center 
and the museum that is part of the complex of the synagogue A'nnan Ben David, the oldest active 
synagogue in the world dating back to the 8th century but reconstructed in the 12th century. The goal of 
the Karaite Heritage Center is to explain the origins of the Karaite community living in Jerusalem 
since the 8th century, to present exhibitions on its golden age, and to record the community's vast 
contribution toward the preservation of the Bible's wording and the modern Hebrew language. 

Before joining the Heritage Center, Avi was a contractor and an aerospace electrician. He studied at the 
Israel Aerospace Industries College and worked at Aerospace Industries Ltd. before his sen/ice in the 
Israel Air Force, where he was an attack helicopters electrician. 


A Special Debt Of Gratitude Goes To Our Sister Congregations That Provided A Home 
For Us During Construction, Welcoming Us for Shabbat Services And Making Our 
Congregation Feel Embraced By The Larger Jewish Community 

We thank Congregation Peninsula Sinai in Foster City and especially its wonderful Rabbi Corey 
Helfand, Rabbi Rebecca Schatz, Rabbi Emeritus Marvin Goodman, and Cantor Doron Shapira who did so 
much to make us feel like members of their community. This was something of a homecoming for the 
Karaite Jewish community in the Bay Area as Peninsula Sinai often served as our home away from home 
in the years before we had a synagogue of our own. Thank you to the Board, to the spiritual leadership, 
and to the members of Peninsula Sinai for their continuing friendship toward us. 

We also thank the leadership and members of Congregation Sherith Israel in San Francisco, who 
graciously welcomed us for Shabbat services on a number of occasions over the last year. A special 
thank you goes to Rabbi Jessica Zimmerman-Graf, to Cantor David Frommer, to Nancy Sheftel-Gomes, 
and to the Board and the congregation of Sherith Israel, for their warm hospitality. 

Your members are always welcomed at B'nai Israel and we look forward to continuing partnerships. 
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The Karaite Jews of America Acknowledges with Grateful Thanks 
The Following Generous Donors, Whose Contributions 
Have Made Possible The Successful Conclusion Of Phase One 
Of Our "Foundation For The Future" Campaign 

Leadership Donors 

Jack Ovadia in Memory of His Parents, Joseph & Fortunee Ovadia 
Past Donors to Karaite Jews of America 
David & Odette Khedr and Family - Michelle, Robert, Jennifer & Ben Lebovitz 

Elie & Susanne Massouda Trust 
Bequest of Zaki Lichaa 


Visionary Donors 

Donald Berman Foundation 
Zaki Jacob 

Marc and Bella Khedr 
The Koret Foundation 
Joseph and Fortune Moussa (Pessah) 
Fred and Esther Ovadia 


Cornerstone Donors 


Joseph and Sara Flaroun 
Victor and Gabrielle Khedr 
Baroukh and Marie Kodsi 
Fred and Jaqueline Lichaa 
Henry and Doris Mourad 
Joe D. and Davina Moussa (Pessah) 
Paul and Jacqueline Nounou 


Bernard and Barbro Osher 
Aaron and Bara Ovadia 
David Ovadia and Maryellen Himell-Ovadia 
Robert J. and Debbie Ovadia 
Estate Gift of Claire Perlman 
Amin Pessah and Mary T. Winyard 
Sylvia Selim 

James Wempe and Lydia Selim Wempe 


Sustaining Donors 


Joseph and Amira Abel** 

Ben and Sara Aslan 
Abe and Suzy Darwish 
Regine (Marzouk) Darwish Z'L 
Elie and Mona Kheder 


Emiel and Gracia Kheder* 

Michelle Khedr 

Ben and Jennifer K. Lebovitz 

Fortunee Lichaa 

Neville and Josette Marzwell 


8 



Abraham and Linda Massouda 
Baroukh and Eugenie Massouda* 
Abraham and Jeanne Massuda 
Sara Moussa (Pessah) 

In honor of grandchildren 
Elie and Malka Ovadia* 

Joe and Rachel Ovadia 


Joseph and Raymonde Pessah 
Roger and Lorie Pessah 
Tom and Rosette Selim* 
Kathleen Wahed** 

In memory of Joseph Wahed 
Simon and Janis Wahed 

Spon s oring Donors 


Howard Aronson 
Elie Cohen 

Jacob and Odette Cohen 
Maurice Daniel 

In memory of Abraham Daniel 
Maurice and Solange Darwish 
Emilia El Gamil 

In memory of Yacoub Ben Haim El Gamil 
Amin and Denise Ezial 

In memory of Marcelle Ezial and Marcelle Lichaa 
Albert and Amy Gazzar** 

Genetech, Inc 
Google LLC 
Sylvie Gordon 

In memory of Mourad and Sarine Wahed 
Norman Kahn and Diana Winyard 
Ted and Sabrina Kartzman 
Albert Khedr 
Isabel Khedr 
Alan and Vilma Levi 
Shawn and Alyce Lichaa** 

Nabih and Esther Mangoubi 
Martin and Silvia Mourad 


Nora Massuda and Daniel Mourad 
Amira Moussa (Pessah) 

Jacob and Sara Moussa (Pessah) 

In memory of parents and siblings 
Rachel Moussa (Pessah) 

Elie and Denise Nassy** 

Elie and Nelly Nounou** 

Baroukh and Roya Ovadia 
Debora M. Ovadia 
Jeremy Ovadia 
Michael and Kimberly Ovadia 
In memory of Rachel Ovadia 
Robert D. Ovadia 
Eliahou and Emma Pessah 
Maurice and Lillian Pessah 
In memory of Yacoub Pessah 
Joseph and Denise Rasson 
Rachel Saddik 

Simone Saleh (Moussa Pessah) 
Fred Sciammas 
Ralph and Mira Sinick 
USB 


S upporting Do nors 


Anonymous*** 

Esty and Mauricio Abadi** 
Morris and Susan Abell 
Nellie Abell 

In memory of David T. Abell 
Rachel Adams 
Yvette Afrangui 
Claudia Albicocco 
Gregg Alexander 
Joseph Allen 
Victor and Laila Allen 
Rose Anderson 


Richard and Elaine Aquino 
Allen and Michele Asch 
Jacques Aslan 
Mona Balogh 

Joseph and Racheline Barda** 
Joseph and Liliane Bendah 
Morris and Shulamit Bendah 
Mathew Bernstein 
S. Shalom and Shoshana Bochner 
In memory of Moshe Sinai 
Raoul Brandon 
Mihai Silviu Bratescu 
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Alexander Britell 
Aaron Carlson 

Jeffrey and Maddie Carmel** 

Ovadia Cohen 
Yolande and Suzi Cohen 
Benjamin Coles 
Sumi Colligan 
Armand Dabbon 
Albert Daniel 
David and Shirley Darwish 
Mordecai Davidson 
Robert Dodd 
Marguerite Dubner 
Ian Dunn 

Sabet and Farida El Gazzar 

In memory of Rahmin and Rachelle El Gazzar 

In memory of Jacob and Luna Lichaa 
Soliman and Lisa El Gazzar 

In memory of Rahmin and Rachelle El Gazzar 
Esther El Kodsi 
Marcelle Farag El Kodsi Z"L 
Zaki El Kodsi 
Mehmet Eren 
Michael Ernst 
Albert and Nadia Eskinazi 
Albert and Susie Farag 
Limor Farag 
Rachel and Ofira Farag 
Keren De Tornos Fawcett 
Roger Firouz** 

Vera Frost** 

Andre and Solange Gabany** 

Nancy Goldberg and Alex Rynecki 

Edward Graper 

Sergey and Galina Grinberg 

Erick Gutierrez 

Janet Haas 

Nadia Hartmann 

Yomtov and Daniele Hefez 

David J. Heinemann 

Cai Hong 

Hoda Isaac 

In memory of Ben Isaac and parents 
Grace Jacob 

In memory of Lily and Johanna Jacob 
Arnold Kahn 
Barbara Kahn 
Fred Kahn 
Sharon Kahn 


Sybil Kahn 
Theodore Kahn 
Kurt Kara 
David Katz** 

Joycellen Kessler 
Adam and Katherina Khedr 
Michael and liana Kraus** 

Jordan Lehman 
Baroukh and Trudy Levi 

In memory of Zaki Elsergami 
Micah Levinson 
Abraham and Andree Levy 
Ibrahim Levy 
Aimee Lichaa 
Daniel and Oreett Lichaa 
Fawzi Lichaa 

Habib and Stephanie Lichaa 
Jacqueline Lichaa 
Mourad and Amy Lichaa 
Joseph and Ellen Lisha 
Zaki and Ruth Lisha 

In memory of Marie Lisha 
Moussa and Farida Lishaa 
Gerald Lopatin 
Anna Lopes 
Laircio Lopes 
Robert Louvie 

Rabbi Brian and Caroline Fromm Lurie 

Ellen Mackler 

David and Deborah Maleh 

Derek Maleh 

David Maloney 

Elie Mangoubi 

In memory of Esther and Jacques Mangoubi 
Rami and Ursula Mangoubi 
Eliane and Gary Markoff 
Louis Jean and Sara Marsaa 
Lydda Martinez 
Alfred and Vivianne Marzouk 
David Marzouk 

In memory of Joseph and Flora Marzouk 
Fred Marzouk 
Sharon Marzouk 

In memory of Esther Lichaa 
Warren and Lily Massouda 
Aviram Massuda 
David Massuda 
Rachel Massuda 
Elie Messafi 
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Joseph and Joelle Mitchell 

In memory of Rachel Cohen 
Bill and Claire Moran** 

Eva Mourad and Joseph Freedman 
Mary Mourad 
Sarah Mourad 

In memory of Zaki Leato Youssef Mourad 
Simone Mourad** 

Morris Moussa (Pessah) 

Sallie Moussa 
Sarah Moya** 

Daphne Nash 

Sabrina Nicholson 

Jerry Noblitt 

Adeolu Olusodo 

Alan and Ferial Ovadia 

Albert, and the late Doris Ovadia 

David and Marni Ovadia 

Esther Ovadia 

Isaac and Magda Ovadia 

Morris and Laila Ovadia 

Andrew and Sara Ovadya** 

Dan J. Ovadya and Tamara Kraus** 

Christopher and Tanya Oziel 

Charles Pelosof 

Albert and Sylvia Pessah 

Mira Pessah 

Sheilla Pessah 

Arthur Phillips 

Lucas Pisano 

Matthew Rater 

Matthew Rolland 

David Roesch 

Giselle Saddik 

Hertzel and Magda Saina 

In memory of Rachel El Gamil 


Donald Sandler 
David Santasania 
Rene Schecker 
Jeffrey Sciammas 
Nazli Scott 
Josette Selim 
Jenny Shammas 
Habib and Ferial Siahou 
John and Magie Smythe 
Pearl Lane Soliz 
Anna Solovykh 
Audrey Speter 
Stephan Starr 
Edna Stewart 
Doris Stiefel** 

Jason K. and Dana Sutherland 
James Sweeney 
Joseph Tahan 
Aaron Tapper 
Esther Tofahi 

Gunda Trepp, and the late Leo Trepp 
Timothy Twomey** 

Roger Vaede 
Eli Vardi 

Baruj Prieto Von Derschau 
Warmington Group 
Travis and Alexis Wheeler 
Teresa Wiliono 
Judy and Leon Yehuda 
Sarah and Michael Yeraka 
Suzan Younes 
Allan and Roni Zee** 

Yelena Zhuravlev 

Faina and Roman Zubovich 

Sidney and Sandra Zusman 


* In Memoriam Gifts 

** Denotes Gifts in Whole or in Part Made in Honor of The Joseph Wahed Memorial Library 
*** Some Anonymous Gifts Were Given in Memory of Loved Ones 
Z"L Deceased 

Please excuse any unintended errors or omissions. We will make every effort to correct these in the next 
printing of this donor list. 
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Special Acknowledgments 


Since Congregation B'nai Israel was established in 1994 as the only Karaite Jewish synagogue 
in the United States, numerous individuals have selflessly given their time to help sustain our 
community. We thank all those who gave so much of themselves over those past years, as well 
as during the prior era when our refugee community was just establishing itself in the Bay Area. 

Today we acknowledge with grateful thanks the following, whose exceptional efforts greatly 
contribute to the character of our congregation, the spirit of our community, the success of our 
"Foundation for the Future" Campaign thus far, and the renovation of our synagogue. 

Emeritus Rav Joe Pessah, 

For his spiritual leadership of B'nai Israel over many years 
and for his devoted attention to the life cycle needs of generations of congregants. 

Acting Rav Joe Moussa, 

For carrying on an extraordinary volunteer tradition of spiritual leadership of our congregation and 

serving the life cycle needs of our congregants. 

KJA Board President David Ovadia and Maryellen Himell-Ovadia, 

Who as a team provided unparalleled leadership to our "Foundation for the Future" Campaign, through 
David's conceptual engineering, design, and project management of the renovation and expansion of 
our synagogue; and through Maryellen's guidance of the fundraising campaign. 

Flenry Mourad, 

Who as past President, presided over the launching of the "Foundation for the Future" Campaign 

and actively supported its implementation. 

Shawn Lichaa, 

Whose vision in establishing the Karaite Press, expanding educational activities, managing our weekly 
newsletter and doing public speaking, has greatly broadened knowledge about Karaite Judaism. 

Marc Khedr, 

The tireless volunteer Gabbai of our synagogue, whose efforts include but are not limited to keeping 
B'nai Israel's building operations functioning effectively. 

Michael Ovadia, 

For contributing much time and professional expertise to the development and maintenance of our 
www.karaites.org website, and for his creative input to all things digital. 

Contractors Gabe and Bernadette Moufarrej, Gem Builders 
And Architect Martin Bernstein 

For Their Commitment to the Successful Renovation and Expansion of B'nai Israel 
Through The Design and Construction Phases. 

Artist Ibrahim Levy, 

Who has gifted us with his art works of beauty and devotion for our new Social Flail. 
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Further Acknowledgments 

Over the last few years, many individuals have supported the Campaign planning and implementation; 
and have volunteered their time to lead social, spiritual, or educational activities for the community while 
our synagogue was closed. We thank everyone who has provided encouragement, leant his or her ear, 
heart, brain or strong back to our work. But we want to give a special shout out to those who have really 
gone the extra mile to help ensure the success of our efforts - both within the community and beyond. 

A Big Thank You To 

Zaki El Kodsi, Rachel and Ofira Farag, Anita Friedman, Nancy Goldberg, Rabbi Marvin 
Goodman, Danny Grossman, Rabbi Corey Helfand, Zaki Jacob, David Khedr, Victor Khedr, 
Fortunee Lichaa, Fred Lichaa, Sara Lichaa, Rabbi Brian Lurie, Abraham and Jeanne Massuda, 
Nora Massuda, Jacob Moussa (Pessah), Rachel Moussa (Pesah), Paul Nounou, Bernard Osher, 
Fred Ovadia, Isaac Ovadia, Jack Ovadia, Robert D. Ovadia, Amin Pessah, Maurice Pessah, 
Tad Taube, Kathleen Wahed, and Gina Waldman. 


In Closing - Why Did We Launch The "Foundation For The Future" Campaign 

And What Are The Next Steps? 

Our immediate objective in Phase One was to secure the financial resources we needed to expand the 
building by approximately 30%, renovate the existing sanctuary, and modernize the facilities. Our longer- 
term objective is to create new educational, cultural, and social programs to strengthen outreach to the 
next generation, and to a widening circle of interested supporters. The larger Jewish world has much to 
learn from the remarkable history of the Karaite Jews, and by establishing B'nai Israel as our national 
Cultural Center we can have an impact beyond our small numbers. 

By expanding B'nai Israel's capacity to better serve the community through the creation of the Cultural 
Center in Phase Two, we can ensure that the synagogue will be a vibrant educational and spiritual 
gathering place for years to come. Anticipated new activities include advocacy efforts on behalf of the 
global Karaite Jewish community, increased youth education resources, new adult education courses, as 
well as an augmented program of cultural and social events to engage the whole family. Understanding 
that our community includes members who live far beyond the Bay Area, we envision an enhanced web 
presence, and we hope to expand the recording of oral and video histories of Karaite Jews in the United 
States to sustain and share our legacy. We will continue to increase publications through our new and very 
successful Karaite Press, and to create an archive of historical materials for scholarly use. And, we hope to 
develop the sustainable funding needed to engage a permanent Rav. 

We have the capacity to reach beyond ourselves and to help strengthen the larger Jewish community as 
we strengthen our own. And through the resources we seek to develop in the years ahead, the young 
members of our community will have more opportunities to learn about where they came from and who 
they are. Our "Foundation for the Future" Campaign is just the start of a renaissance for the Karaite 
Jewish community in the United States. 

For Ways To Get Involved And Support Our Efforts Go To WWW.Karaites.org. 

Or Contact David Ovadia at davidovadia62@gmail.com, or Shawn Lichaa at shawnlichaa@gmail.com. 
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A Prayer Of Thanks For The Re-Consecration of Our Sanctuary 

Congregation B'nai Israel 

mon t nnx jm *iaxn : -pixon nw 5 ? a^n&i "[*? umx ania irrfrx nnyi 
roan 1 ? nTn pr 1 ? uyam u&’pi ii»nn -wx nfriyn f?a irrftx -ynm : a’oam 

: (px) noaan rpn 

nnnan imin l r*nn l 7 irrfrx dw 5 ? rmn 5 ? irr^r oaa 5 ? “ityra iran im ^ nxi 
noQD maun *?Dn crtm rrampn uiftnp ■’ana snip t -iwx dh : nnnsn^a 
: (px) D’ays *f?x tnaw xin inn tzrrcpn : on 1 ? pa up x t dd-qd anr 
aaaa 1 ? yam iprn : (px) utznp Ty a^tpvrn its pan mxn 1 ? trrfrx ’v aaar 7m 
pxi px ri?™'? ’v "|ra : mto lay nx tit t p 1 lay 1 ? ny t : ’v 1 ? a^rran 

Translation 

And we thank you G-d and praise your glorious name. And we will say - You are the 
benevolent One, and the beneficent G-d. Blessed be our G-d, King of the Universe, Who kept 
us alive, sustained us and led us to reach this period in peace for the rededication of this 
synagogue. (Amen). 

May all those who with integrity in their hearts be successful to build for the sake of our 
G-d, in order to be enlightened in the Torah and see its grandness. These are the people 
whom G-d calls the sustainers of our holy congregation, men and women. All have donated 
according to the stretch of their hand and according to the blessings that G-d gave them. May 
G-d reward them a thousand times. (Amen). May G-d give us the hope to see the restorations 
of the rebuilding of Zion and Jerusalem our holy city. (Amen). Be strong and of courageous 
heart, all who address their hopes to G-d. G-d will strengthen his people. G-d will bless his 
people by granting them peace. Blessed be G-d forever (Amen and Amen). 

Transliteration 

Ve-'atta eloheinu modim ana'hnu lakh umhalelim lesheim tif-arteikha : Veinomar barukh 
atta Adonai ha-ttov vei-hammeitiv : U-varukh eloheinu Meilekh ha-'olam asher hei-'heiyanu 
veikiyyeimanu vei-higgei-'anu beishalom lazzeiman hazzei la-'hannukat beit hakeneset 
(Amen) : 

Vei-eit Kol asher hei-khinu bei-yosher leivav yatsli-'hu livnot lesheim Eloheinu lei-haghdil 
torato hatteihora vei-la-ha-addira : Heim asher Adonai korei nei-divei kehillateinu hakkei- 
dosha anashim vei-nashim, Hakkol hitnaddeibu kei-massat yeid-heim kei-birkhat Adonai 
asher natan laheim : Hakkadosh barukh hou yei-shalleim seikharam eilef pei-'amim (Amen): 
Vei-khein yeizakkenu Adonai Eiloheinu lir-ot binyan Tsion vi-yeirusha-layim 'ir kodsheinu 
(Amen): 'Hizku vei-ya-ametz leivav-kheim kol hamya-'halim LAdonai : Adonai 'oz lei-'ammo 
yitten, Adonai yei-vareikh eit ammo bashalom : Barukh Adonai lei-'olam. (Amen vei Amen). 
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HONORING OUR HERITAGE 


0 0 0 0 



.... EMBRACING OUR FUTURE 



For More Information About Karaite Jews of America And Congregation B'nai Israel, 
Or To Learn About Ways To Support Our Work, Please Go To WWW.Karaites.Org. 



Karaite Jews of America 

1575 Annie Street 

Daly City, CA 94015 

650 994 8757 KJA1575@att.net 









